
 Brainteasers (Answers) 

 

 

“A farmer needs to cross the river with his chicken, a sack of corn and a fox.  

• His boat unfortunately only fits himself and one other thing.  

• The fox and chicken are hungry, so if he leaves the fox with the chicken, the chicken will 

get eaten, whilst if he leaves the chicken with the corn, the corn will get eaten.  

• How will the man get safely across with all 3?” 

• Do you recognise this question? Could you spontaneously answer it? 

The answer is simple, when you know it: 

• The man takes the chicken across and then goes back for the fox.  

• He can’t leave the fox and chicken together so when he drops the fox off, he picks up the 

chicken. He then goes back for the corn.  

• He can’t leave the corn and the chicken together so when he picks up the corn, he drops 

off the chicken.  

• When the corn is safely with the fox on the right side of the river, he goes to collect the 

chicken. 

“Tracy’s mother had 4 children. The first child was named April, the second was named 

May, the third June. What was the 4th child called?” 

• What would your answer be? July? 

Spoiler Alert: 

• The question has already revealed the answer – ‘Tracy’s mother had 4 children’ – the 

fourth child must be called Tracy!. 

• Of course, there is a right answer – Tracy  

“How do you know if the light inside the fridge is on or off?” 

• There are a variety of ways to answer this question, some great and some not so great, so 

you’ll have to be the judge… 

You could… 

• Use a camera. 

• Drill a hole in the fridge door. 

• Find the sensor and test it with your thumb. 

• Touch the light bulb and see if it’s warm (be careful with this one, though!) 


